Vale of White Horse Gliding Club

Newslett er

Welcome to this latest edi-
tion of the VOWHGC News-
letter.

Inside this bigger bundle
than normal, you will find
something for eveyone and
this time we have a competi-
tion to whil e away those
long dark nights.

Thank you to those people
who listened to my plea and
provided lots of photo-
graphs. These have been
reduced in definition to keep
the newdletter file size down
but if anyone wantsto see
the high definition versions,
just let meknow.

Thereal newsthistimeis
the granting of approval for
the Bonus wind turbines,
lessthan 2 kms from our
airfield. Read the story be-
low and look aut for more
detail ed information shortly.

Inside thisissue:

Another Enjoyable
Season in Spite of the Weather

The weather was not
brilliant t his year but we
made the most of it and
the number of launches
was only marginally
down on last year. The
difference is that we did
not do as much soaring
as before, particularly in
August.

In spite of that, we had
two 500 kms, at least
one 300 kms and a big
increase in the number
of tasks flown in the Out

and Return Chall enge.

The early part of the sea-
son saw a trip to Den-
bigh. The picture below,
taken by Ed Foggin, best
describes the weather
and the amount of glid-
ing. | am told a good
time was had by all in
spite of the lack of wave
soaring to great heights,
and they enjoyed the
chance to seeNorth
Wales from the ground.

DIARY DATES
November

13th, Club Dinner and
Prize Giving.

24th, CAA Safety Eve-
ningat BDC, Kemble.

December

1st, CAA Safety Eve-
ning at Brize Norton
4th, Club AGM.

For thelatest information,
see the notice board.

CHRISTMAS POSTER
Recognising that we need
to have more Air Experi-
ence flying next year, we
have a new poster for this
Christmas. It is also de-
signed tobein left in
place for some monthsto
catch the birthday trade.

Please put up as many as
possible, remembering to
add your initialsin the
ref box as you will be re-
warded for each flight or
member you bringin.

Watchfield Wind Turbines Get Approval

At a very long meeting
in the Guildhall, Abing-
don, on the 27th Octo-
ber, the VOWHDC's
Development and Con-
trol Committee met in
publicto once again
consider the application
to construct five wind
turbines on the old

Watchfield airfield. |
won't gointothe full
history here but suffi-
cienttosay thatthe
club has been fighting
this application for
some years, including
taking legal advice
from a London Barris-
ter earlier thisyear. At

the last meeting in
April, the matter was
passed to the Secretary
of State for his decision.
However, after r eview-
ing the information the
decision was passed
back tothe local coun-
cil .

(Continued on page 6)




What should we do with the K6?

Thisisthethird time | have used
this title header and
now | can tell you
the answer—it isto
be sold.

more than that of the

Itsvalueis not
much more than
that of the instru-
ments whil st the cost of making it

“Its value is not much

instruments”

airworthy again to the latest
directives could not be justi-
fied by the fly-
ing income.

However, asa
rebuild project it
would be good
value for some-

one who haesthe expertise and

time. Thetrailer too neals me
work to make it legal but that isa
much simpler job than the wings.

If you a your syndicate fancy tak-
ing onthetask, thentak to a
member of the committee soon

TALGARTH

For those of you planning to go to Talgarth for the winter wave, here are a couple of pictures taken by
Tony McNicholas showing the site, just to whet your appetite.

Colin Winnall

Sadly, Colin Winnall died sud-

denly on Saturday 2nd October,
aged 80. He was buried in High-
worth on Monday 11th October.

Apart from his moustache and side
burns, Colin will be remembered
by many members as the mainstay
of club maintenance for many
years. Forming a partnership with
Eric Brown, the
winches and
ground equipment
were always ser-
viceable. They re-
painted and main-
tained the club-
house, cut the
grass, and all
those little jobs
that no-one else wanted to do.
Colin, like Eric, was an enthusias-
ticwinch driver and there were
many days when we would not
have flown without t heir help.

“Hewill bemissed, as

a friend, pil ot and

gentleman.”

You may not realise that much of
the equipment in the workshop
end of the hangar actually be-
longed to Colin and was on a long-
term loan. Predicting that time
was running out, he brought a
large vice and other things down
tothe club recently. Knowing of
my interest in radio, he also gave
me a number of taxi
radios, a reminder
of thetime when he
and his business
partner owned and
ran a car hire and
taxi businessin
Kingston upon
Thames.

His gliding career
started at Lasham and he often
drove down from London after
work tofly gliders. He is probably
the only person who predicted his
gliding acddent before it hap-
pened. The ASW15 has the air-

brake and undercarriage levers
together on the left hand side and
he thought t hat t his would some-
day cause a problem.

| remember the day well. Colin
was comingin toland from the
road end but seemed to be flying
tooflat. He turned right att he
clubhouse end of the field with the
wheel cycling up and down but

still flyingtoohigh. He rejected
thefirst field but t hen made a good
downwind landing intothecrop in
the furthest field.

In later life he was a London taxi
driver, having “done the knowl-
edge” fairly latein life. He particu-
larly enjoyed night work and drove
a black cab until earlier thisyear.

He will be missed, as a friend, pil ot
and gentleman.

Mike Leach




Gliders In The Club — ASK 13

Every onein the
clubfliesthetwo
K13sbut how
much doyou knav
abou the design
andits history?

Likethe Ka7 on

which it was based,

the K13 was de-

signed by Rudadlf

Kaiser (theK inthe

model type). The

first flight wasin

1966and ower 600

were built by Schleicher in Ger-
many.

The performance improvement
was marginal, but the mid-wing
design and improved canopy
made for much better pilot visi-
bility. Thelanding wheel is
fixed and sprung with rubber
cones. In later models, a nose-
whed was substituted for the
skid. The design was also bult
under licence by Jubi GmbH of
Oerlinghausen, Germany, after
Schleicher ceased production.

Our glider CFM was bought
new from the importersin the
ealy 70s. The other glider, 856
was bought second-hand in
Germany and imported for us
abou eight years ago to replace
the Ka 7 we sold to a Norwe-
gian club.

The popuarity of the K13 is
dueto its construction, making
it easy and cheap to repair—
goodfor clubs offering tuition
as adamaged aircraft needs to
got back in service & o0n as
paossble. Most of the simplere-
pairs can be dore by gliding
club members, overseen by a
qualified inspedor. In fact
some dubs have sold their ex-

pensive glassfibre macdines
and gone back to K 13s. Not
such good performance but able
to withstand the rough and tum-
ble of agliding club.

It isvery smpleto fly and a
good kasic
trainer for
moving onto
theK18and
other Schlei-
cher wooden
gliders.

With heavier
pilotsitis
sometimes dif-
ficult to get
into a proper
spin asit pre-
ferstogointo
aspiral dive.
Gordon
Walker once
showed me
how to avoid
this problem.
What you doisto trim fully
forward, so pushing the trim tab
onthe devator into the fully up
paosition. The dfect isto add
the trim areato the size of the
elevator. The stick forceis
higher but it does gin nicdy!

Spedfication

Wingspan 16m

(52.5ft)

Aerofoil: Go 535/

549

Asped ratio: 14.61

Wing area: 17.5m?

(188.4ft?)

Best L/D: 27:1 at 49

knots

Min Snk: 2.65ft/s

(1.57 knas)

Max aerotow/rough

air: 81 ks

Ve 108Knots
VAirbrakesopen: 108 knds
(note arbrakes are speed limit-
ing but hard to close & speed)
Construction: Fabric covered
sted tube fuselage with wood
stringers and glassfibre nose.

The wings and
tail arewood,the
main strength
coming froma
plywood covered
D formed arourd
the spar and the
leading edge. The
wings andtail are
also covered in
man-made fabric.

If you have Mi-
crosoft Flight

Pilot's view of CFM on tow, taken by Simulator 2002
Graham Turner.

you can download
filesfor the K13
(and many other gliders and
motor gliders) from
www.fsglider.de/frset_e.htm

The software even allows you
to fly from the front or the badk
sed!
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Safety

You are probably all too aware
of at least some of the recent
gliding accidents. It has been
a truly dreadful year, with a
large number of deaths result-
ing from a variety of causes.

The onesthat | know of are:
three from spins following
fail ed winch launches, two
from an unrecovered training
spin, one from a mid-air colli-
sion, two when a wing fail ed
during awinch launch, and a
tug pilot kill ed in a tip-up.

In addition to the fatalities
there have been a number of
other serious accidents which
have resulted in the hospitali-
sation of pilots, sometimes
very badly injured indeed, in-
cluding field landing accidents
involving very experienced
competition pil ots.

| am pleased to say that we
have not contributed any seri-
ous cases ourselves at
Sandhil | Farm, but
even so | have found
myself filli ng in three
sets of incident and ac-
cident reports this
year.

“As they said in
Hill Street Blues:

“It's a dangerous

world people, so

let’s be careful out

potential pilots —“glidingis
very safe” —without remem-
bering that it is (was?) only
that safe because we take
(should take) VERY great
caretomake surethat is?

Let's make sure that we do
our bit to make gliding safer
by taking extra care whenever
we fly or help someone elseto
fly. Safety must be atthetop
of all of our agendas.

Let's make surewe don't do
anything dangerous our-
selves, and let's make sure we
don't even put ourselvesin a
position where we might end
up doing something danger-
ous (so fly within safe limits
sothat if one thing goes
wrong it doesn't act asthe
catalyst for other things going
wrong until finally an acad-
dent occurs).

Let's make surethat if we see
someone else doing some-
thing, or perhaps not doing
something, that
might result in an
acddent or decreased
safety margins, then
we intervene to point
outtherisk.

there”

Why are so many and

S0 many serious acddents hap-
pening? There does not seem
to be a single, significant
cause that | can see, and |
wonder whether these aca-
dents are symptoms of a gen-
eral slackening of safety stan-
dards amongst British glider
pil ots? Have we all got over-
complacent?

Have we started to believe the
message that we always give

No oneistoo experi-
enced to have a sill y, and per-
haps fatal, acdadent, and no
oneistooinexperienced to be
able to see something actually
or potentially dangerous and
warn about it. Safety isand
must be everybody's first con-
cern.

As they said in Hill Street
Blues: “It's a dangerous world
people, so let's be careful out
there”.

Instructing

The club's committee and the
instructors have recently been
discussing how the limited in-
structor resources might best
be used, and it would be help-
ful for the club members to
consider theissues and give
their opinions.

As you know we have a small
group of instructors, many of
whom are also tug pilots,
which allows us, with the as-
sistance of some other instruc-
tors such as Richard Chap-
man, to set up a 3 week rota.
This means that on any Sat-
urday or Sunday (or Bank
Holiday) there should be a
Full or Assistant Instructor
on duty. Thislimitsustoin-
struction in one K13.

The committee has come up
with possible proposals rang-
ing from “keep things as they
are’, through “movetoa
longer r ota cycle so that in-
structors are not expected to
be on duty so frequently” (but
this would mean there would
be some days when there
would be noinstruction — and
if noFull or Assistant Instruc-
tor on site not even any flying
except by post-Silver pil ots),
to“roster 2 instructors every
Saturday sothat cross-
country training can be pro-
vided in addition to normal
training” (but this would
mean noinstructors being on
duty on Sundays). Minor
variationsinclude “2 instruc-
tors for one day each week-
end, the days alternating be-
tween Saturday and Sunday”,
etc.

(Continued on page 5)




(Continued from page 4)

The view of the club'sinstructors
isthat although it would be at-
tractive to be able to offer cross-
country instruction through hav-
ing two instructors on duty, this
would probably be more than out-
weighed by the impact on the
members of there being noin-
structor at all for one day each
weekend. However, if the club's
members were overwhelmingly in

favour of the proposal then the
instructors would go along with
it, at least for next summer to
see how well i t worked.

Basically, what would help this
discussion would be for us, the
instructors and the committee, to
get the members' views on what
they would like to get from the
club'sinstructors, e.g. pre solo
tuition, post soloto Bronze tui-

tion, post Bronze tuition, cross-
country tuition etc. Please let
us know, by e-mail, on paper, or
verbally to me, one of the ather
instructors or any committee
member.

Graham Turner
Editors Note. For a view on
“How safeis gliding?’ , enter the
following URL into your
browser: www.glidingmagazine.
com/FedureArticle.asp?d=430

RAF Jaguar at
Sandhill

On 20 July, we had a phone call
from RAF Coltishall to ask if we
were flying as they wanted to fly a
Jaguar down our field on a recon-
naissance exercise—oh and did we
mind.

In the last issue | promised some
pictures, so here there are. Note the
wonderful clouds—a working day of
course!

Red Arrows at Shrivenham

What notto do to a CUB

| foundthis picture on the web and thought it might amuse

al youtug pilots out there!

No prize given for thefirst personto try it on Coate Water!

Who said you reed skisto land onwater? Or is thisjust the
first of a sequenceof pictures that ends with the Cub onits

badk?




(Continued from page 1)

Graham Turner r eturned from
Germany, at his own expense,
to give a good ten minute pres-
entation to the meeting, re-
minding them of the safety is-
sues from the turbines and our
support from the CAA and
APOA amongst many.

The Council's appointed avia-
tion expert also repeated and
confirmed our claims under a
long period of questioning.

There are different views about
whether we can safely fly with
an easterly wind, and also on

theimpacttothe club.

The gliding club committ ee is con-
sidering a number of points and
possible actions and you will be
briefed shortly.

One surprise for me wastheim-
mense amount of goodwill we have
locally, with local council lors giving
genuine support and saying how
proud they are to have an asset
such asthe Gliding Clubin
Shrivenham.

Another surprise was that one
member of the planning committ ee
declared a conflict of interest in
that she was a member of the Ox-

ford Gliding Club. She then went
on tovote against our club and in
favour of the turbines, muddying
the water on the way by talking
about winch launching.

Of the three main objections
(Visual Impact, Low Frequency
Noise and the gliding club) ours
was the strongest case and the
subject of most discussion.

Finally, at around 11:30 at night,
the Chairman summed up by
saying that t he benefit of the tur-
binestothe community would be
greater than the impact on the
gliding club.

SEEN ON THE WEB

Those of you with a broadband
connection might liketotry the
foll owing sites.

1) A Good Read

You may have seen a Tiger
Month flying near our site or
even doing touch and go landings
here during the week. Norman
Parry, who farms at Lotmead
Farm (in the Redlands zone) took
this Tiger to Australia!

His story was told in many parts
over thelastthreeyearsin the
Bristol & Gloucestershire gliding
club magazine.

Now you can read all the parts on
the Club website. Thisreally is
well written and | am surprised
that Norman has not published
this toa wider audience.

From the BGGC home page goto
Club Magazine and then look for
thefirst part at t he bott om of the
pagein the Spring 2001 issue.
Alternatively, enter the following
intoyour browser.

www.bggc.co.uk/club_magazine/
spring_2001.htm#Moth

2) Gliding Videos
Take a look at a Dutch site:

/www.alpenstreckenflug.de/texte/

english/glidingvideos.htm for a vari-
ety of gliding videos.

The short video | like best is actu-
ally an advertisement for a Dutch
insurance company. Look down to-
wards the bott om of the list for
aFunny Commercial®.

Imagine the scenet a prospective
glider pilot arrives at the glider and
then has towait for hisinstructor.
A man comes rushing up, apologises
for being late and they both get into
the glider. They are winch launched
(with a great shot of the hook under
tension) just as another two pil ots
arrive late and start t o chat. Then
you seethat t heir jackets have the
word INSTRUCTOR on the back. |
wil | leave you to seewhat happens
next!

3) Easy entry to NATS.

Normally to access the National Air
Traffic Service site for Notam infor-
mation, you need toregister and
sign in with a password every time.
Thereis another way that (perhaps
unintentionally) will bypass this
and take you straight in.

Use www.nats.co.uk/operational/
pibs/pib3.shtm| to exclude li censed
airfield information and www. nats.
co.uk/operational/pibs/pibl.shtml to
add the full aerodrome. Bookmark
them in your browser for fast access
to Notams during next summer.

SUPER CELLS

There has been a number of in-
stances over the years of aircr aft
being badly damaged or de-
stroyed by thermal activity gen-
erating unusually strong Cu-
Nim.

Recent t elevision programmes on
the subject have speculated that
these were the cause of the extra
strong lightning that destroyed a
glider at Dunstable and perhaps
toothe starting point for torna-
dos.

It has only been recently that
photographs from space have con-
firmed the existence of super
cell s.

During his day job, David Leach
took several pictures which may
be examples of this phenomenon.,
one of which is shown above.

Certainly thetops of the cells are
considerably higher than nor-
mally seen and quiterare.

Now Steve, you do cloud flying
don't you?




Royal Military College of Science |Paul’'s Re-solo

Ever wondered how we me to have such a prestigious Congratulations to Paul Graham who re-soloed again
neighbour? Clare Knock tells the surprising story below: on the 19th of June. Paul last went solo 24yeas ago at
South Marston.

The war department purchased the Bedkett Estate in 1935 ini-
tialy as a new site suitable for anti-aircraft training because of
its consistently favourable doud cover.” Today it is better
known as RMCS, or the Defence Academy, Shrivenham and
the quote comes from “A cdebration Royal Military Coll ege of
Science 50 years at Shrivenham”. Now whilst | do not know
what ‘consistently favourable cloud cover’ means, | mean it
could just mean lots of pretty fluffy clouds with aircraft com-
ing out of the sun, but somehow one gets the impresson from
the phrasing that it means smething like total cloud cover!

PICTURE PAGE

Ever wondered what it fedslike to fly out over towards the wind turbine
site in the cub? The picture on the left taken withou the glider on the badk
and with David and Tony daoing the flying and photography. Y ou can see
that the height is not that high even without the glider. The green flat area
above the wamingisthe wind fadory site.

Below isaview of Didcot Power Station from the East. Thetall chimney is
the turning
point.

Those of you who fly near HUS BOS will be pleased to see
the photo below of one of the Rugby masts. The taller masts
have been taken dawn, just leaving the éght short masts.

Aboveis aview from the Cub an landing late in the evening,
showing how the shadow can be used as a height indicator.

Do you have any picturesthat can be used in
future newsletters?

Picturescan be amusing, instructive or just
plain interesting.

Please send them to the editor in any digital
format, on CD, floppy disk oras an attach-
mentto an email.




Dear Reader, If you are
not a member but would
like a copy of the
VOWHGC newslett er
every timeit is pub-
lished, please send your
requestto
vowhgc@email .com or
call 01793 725265

Making Flyi ng Enjoyable
and Affordable.

Who Are We?

The Vale of the White Horse Gliding Club is a not for profit body of
like minded pilots who enjoy glider soaring and flying motor gliders.
The club has two two-seater training gliders and two post-solo sin-

gle-seat gliders.

A quick visit will soon show you the enthusiasm we all have for our
sport and in helping visitors take that first step with a trial flight. Glid-

ing is not an expensive sport because of the unpaid help we all give

so that everyone can fly. All the instruc-

tors, tug pi- See us on the web at lots, duty pilots and
. www .swindongliding. Lo

others give co.uk their time at no

cost—members only pay modest costs

for the launch and the hire of a glider. The full membership fee is
only £175 per year. So come along for yourself. Pay for a trial les-

son and see how easy it to learn to fly when you choose gliding.

COMPETITION

Here are some photos for which you might like to think of suitable captions. Copies of these photos are also
on the club notice board, where you can write your suggestions.
Best captions will be reproduced in the next issue. Apologies to

Acknowledgements for additional text go Graham
Turner and Clare Knock. Special thanks go to proof read-
ers, who always spot t he spelling and grammar errors
that are all owed by Microsoft.

Acknowledgement for photos go to Clare Knock, Ed Fog-
gin, Mike Leach, David Leach, Graham Turner and Tony
McNicholas.

Web content came from www.sailplanedirectory.com and
www .fsgli der.de and others as noted in the text.

Editor




