
The weather was not 
br i l li ant t his year but we 
made the most of i t and 
the number of launches 
was only marginal ly 
down on last year . The 
di fference is that we did 
not do as much soar ing 
as before, par t icular ly in 
August .  

I n spite of that , we had 
two 500 kms, at least 
one 300 kms and a big 
increase in the number 
of tasks flown in the Out 

and Return Chall enge. 

The ear ly par t of the sea-
son saw a t r ip to Den-
bigh. The picture below, 
taken by Ed Foggin, best 
describes the weather 
and the amount of gli d-
ing. I am told a good 
t ime was had by all in 
spite of the lack of wave 
soar ing to great heights, 
and they enjoyed the 
chance to see Nor th 
Wales from the ground. 

DI ARY DATES 
November  
13t h ,  Club Di nn er and 
Pr i ze Gi v i n g. 
24t h , CAA Safet y Eve-
n i ng a t BDC, K emble.  
 
December  
1st , CAA Safet y Eve-
n i ng a t Br i ze Nor t on  
4t h , Club AGM . 
 
For t he lat est i n for mat i on, 
see t he not i ce boar d. 
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Another Enjoyable 
Season in Spite of the Weather�
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I nsi de t h i s i ssue: 

New slett erNew slett er   

V a l e  o f  W h i t e  H o r se  G l i d i n g  C l u bV a l e  o f  W h i t e  H o r se  G l i d i n g  C l u b   

Watchfield Wind Turbines Get Approval 
At a very long meet ing 
in the Guil dhall , Abing-
don, on the 27th Octo-
ber , the VOWHDC’s 
Development and Con-
t rol Commit tee met in 
publi c to once again 
consider the appli cat ion 
to construct five wind 
turbines on the old 

Watchfield air field. I 
won’t  go into the ful l 
history  here but suff i-
cient t o say that t he 
club has been fight ing 
this appli cat ion for 
some years, including 
taking legal advice 
from a London Barr is-
ter ear li er this year .  At 

the last meet ing in 
Apr il , the matt er was 
passed to the Secretary 
of State for his decision. 
However , after r eview-
ing the informat ion the 
decision was passed 
back to the local coun-
cil . 

(Continued on page 6) 

Welcome to this latest edi-
tion of the VOWHGC News-
letter.  
 
Inside this bigger bundle 
than normal, you will find 
something for everyone and 
this time we have a competi-
tion to while away those 
long dark nights. 
 
Thank you to those people 
who listened to my plea and 
provided lots of photo-
graphs. These have been 
reduced in definition to keep 
the newsletter file size down 
but if anyone wants to see 
the high definition versions, 
just let  me know. 
 
The real news this time is  
the granting of approval for 
the Bonus wind turbines, 
less than 2 kms from our 
airfield. Read the story be-
low and look out for more 
detailed information shortly. 

CH RI STM AS POSTER  
Recognising that we need 
to have more Air Exper i-
ence flying next year , we 
have a new poster for this 
Chr istmas. I t is also de-
signed to be in left in 
place for some months to 
catch the bir thday t rade. 
 
Please put up as many as 
possible, remember ing to 
add your ini t ials in the  
ref box as you will be re-
warded for each fli ght or 
member you br ing in. 



You may not reali se that much of 
the equipment in the workshop 
end of the hangar actuall y be-
longed to Coli n and was on a long-
term loan. Predict ing that t ime 
was runn ing out , he brought a 
large vice and other things down 
to the club recent ly. Knowing of 
my interest in radio, he also gave 

me a number of taxi 
radios, a reminder 
of the t ime when he 
and his business 
par tner owned and 
ran a car hire and 
taxi business in 
Kingston upon 
Thames. 

His gli ding career  
star ted at Lasham and he often 
drove down from London after 
work to fly gli ders. He is probably 
the only person who predicted his 
gli ding accident before i t hap-
pened. The ASW15 has the air -

brake and undercarr iage levers 
together on the left hand side and 
he thought t hat t his would some-
day cause a problem. 

I remember the day well . Coli n 
was coming in to land from the 
road end but seemed to be flying 
too flat . He turned r ight at t he 
clubhouse end of the field with the 
wheel cycli ng up and down but 
st ill flying too high. He rejected 
the fi rst field but t hen made a good 
downwind landing into the crop in 
the fur thest field. 

In later li fe he was a London taxi 
dr iver , having “done the knowl-
edge” fair ly late in li fe. He par t icu-
lar ly enjoyed night work and drove 
a black cab unt il ear li er this year .  

He will be missed, as a fr iend, pil ot 
and gent leman.  

Mike Leach 

Sadly, Coli n Winnall died sud-
denly on Saturday 2nd October , 
aged 80. He was bur ied in High-
wor th on Monday 11th October . 

Apar t from his moustache and side 
burns, Coli n will be remembered 
by many members as the mainstay 
of club maintenance for many 
years. Forming a par tnership with 
Er ic Brown, the 
winches and 
ground equipment 
were always ser-
viceable. They re-
painted and main-
tained the club-
house, cut t he 
grass, and al l 
those li t t le jobs 
that no-one else wanted to do. 
Coli n, li ke Er ic, was an enthusias-
t ic winch dr iver and there were 
many days when we would not 
have flown without t heir help.  

“He will be missed, as 

a fr iend, pil ot and 

gentleman.”�

This is the third time I have used 
this title header and 
now I can tell you 
the answer—it is to 
be sold. 

Its value is not 
much more than 
that of the instru-
ments whilst the cost of making it 

airworthy again to the latest 
directives could not be justi-

fied by the fly-
ing income. 

However, as a 
rebuild project it 
would be good 
value for some-

 Colin Winnall �

What should we do with the K6?�
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“ I ts value is not much 

more than that of the 

inst ruments”

TALGARTH 
For those of you planning to go to Talgarth for the winter wave, here are a couple of pictures taken by 
Tony McNicholas showing the site, just to whet your appetite. 

one who has the expertise and  
time.  The trailer too needs some 
work to make it legal but that is a 
much simpler job than the wings.  

If you or your syndicate fancy tak-
ing on the task, then talk to a 
member of the committee soon. 

 



Every one in the 
club flies the two 
K13s but how 
much do you know 
about the design  
and its history? 
 
Like the Ka7 on 
which it was based, 
the K13 was de-
signed by Rudolf 
Kaiser (the K in the 
model type). The 
first flight was in 
1966 and over 600 
were built by Schleicher in Ger-
many. 
The performance improvement 
was marginal, but the mid-wing 
design and improved canopy 
made for much better pilot visi-
bili ty. The landing wheel is 
fixed and sprung with rubber 
cones. In later models, a nose-
wheel was substituted for the 
skid. The design was also buil t 
under li cence by Jubi GmbH of 
Oerlinghausen, Germany, after 
Schleicher ceased production. 
 
Our glider CFM was bought 
new from the importers in the 
early 70s. The other glider, 856, 
was bought second-hand in 
Germany and imported for us 
about eight years ago to replace 
the Ka 7 we sold to a Norwe-
gian club. 
The popularity of the K13 is 
due to its construction, making 
it easy and cheap to repair—
good for clubs offering tuition 
as a damaged aircraft needs to 
got back in service as soon as 
possible. Most of the simple re-
pairs can be done by gliding 
club members, overseen by a 
quali fied inspector. In fact 
some clubs have sold their ex-

pensive glass fibre machines 
and gone back to K 13s. Not 
such good performance but able 
to withstand the rough and tum-
ble of a gliding club. 
It is very simple to fly and a 
good basic 
trainer for 
moving onto 
the K18 and 
other Schlei-
cher wooden 
gliders.  
With heavier 
pilots it is 
sometimes dif-
ficult to get 
into a proper 
spin as it pre-
fers to go into 
a spiral dive. 
Gordon 
Walker once 
showed me 
how to  avoid 
this problem. 
What you do is to trim fully 
forward, so pushing the trim tab 
on the elevator into the fully up 
position. The effect is to add 
the trim area to the size of the 
elevator. The stick force is 
higher but it does spin nicely! 
 

Specification 
Wingspan: 16m 
(52.5 ft) 
Aerofoil : Go 535 / 
549 
Aspect ratio:  14.6:1 
Wing area: 17.5m2 
(188.4 ft2) 
Best L/D: 27:1 at 49 
knots 
Min Sink: 2.65 ft/s 
(1.57 knots) 
Max aerotow/rough 
air: 81 kts 
Vne 108 Knots 

VAirbrakes open: 108 knots 
(note airbrakes are speed limi t-
ing but hard to close at speed) 
Construction: Fabric covered 
steel tube fuselage with wood 
stringers and glass fibre nose.  

 
The  wings and 
tail are wood, the 
main strength 
coming  from a 
plywood covered 
D formed around 
the spar and the 
leading edge. The 
wings and tail are 
also covered in 
man-made fabric. 
 
 
 
If you have Mi-
crosoft Flight 
Simulator 2002, 
you can download 
files for the K13 

(and many other gliders and 
motor gliders) from  
www.fsglider.de/frset_e.htm 
 
The software even allows you 
to fly from the front or the back 
seat! 

Gliders In The Club — ASK 13�
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Pilot’s view of  CFM on tow, taken by 
Graham Turner. 



Safet y 
You are probably all too aware 
of at least some of the recent 
gli ding accidents.  I t has been 
a t ruly dreadful year, with a 
large number of deaths result -
ing from a var iety of causes. 
 
The ones that I know of are: 
three from spins fol lowing 
fail ed winch launches, two 
from an unrecovered t raining 
spin, one from a mid-air coll i-
sion, two when a wing fail ed 
dur ing a winch launch, and a 
tug pil ot k ill ed in a t ip-up. 
 
In addit ion to the fatal it ies 
there have been a number of 
other ser ious accidents which 
have resulted in the hospital i-
sat ion of pi lots, somet imes 
very badly injured indeed, in-
cluding field landing accidents 
involving very exper ienced 
compet i t ion pil ots. 
 
I am pleased to say that we 
have not contr ibuted any ser i-
ous cases ourselves at 
Sandhil l Farm, but 
even so I have found 
myself f illi ng in three 
sets of incident and ac-
cident repor ts this 
year . 
 
Why are so many and 
so many ser ious accidents hap-
pening?  There does not seem 
to be a single, significant 
cause that I can see, and I 
wonder whether these acci-
dents are symptoms of a gen-
eral slackening of safety stan-
dards amongst Br it ish gli der 
pil ots?  Have we all got over-
complacent? 
 
Have we star ted to bel ieve the 
message that we always give 

potent ial pil ots – “gli ding is 
very safe” – without remem-
ber ing that i t is (was?) only 
that safe because we take 
(should take) VERY great 
care to make sure that is? 
 
Let 's make sure that we do 
our bi t to make gli ding safer 
by taking ext ra care whenever 
we fly or help someone else to 
fly.  Safety must be at t he top 
of al l of our agendas. 
 
Let 's make sure we don't do 
anything dangerous our-
selves, and let 's make sure we 
don't even put ourselves in a 
posit ion where we might end 
up doing something danger-
ous (so fly within safe li mits 
so that i f one thing goes 
wrong i t doesn't act as the 
catalyst for other things going 
wrong unt i l finall y an acci-
dent occurs). 
 
Let 's make sure that if we see 
someone else doing some-
thing, or perhaps not doing 

something, that 
might result in an 
accident or decreased 
safety margins, then 
we intervene to point 
out t he r isk. 
 
No one is too exper i-

enced to have a sill y, and per-
haps fatal, accident , and no 
one is too inexper ienced to be 
able to see something actuall y 
or potent iall y dangerous and 
warn about i t .  Safety is and 
must be everybody's fi rst con-
cern. 
 
As they said in H ill St reet 
Blues: “I t 's a dangerous wor ld 
people, so let 's be careful out 
there”. 

 
I nst r uct i ng 
The club's commit tee and the 
inst ructors have recent ly been 
discussing how the l imited in-
st ructor resources might best 
be used, and i t would be help-
ful for the club members to 
consider the issues and give 
their opinions. 
 
As you know we have a small 
group of instructors, many of 
whom are also tug pi lots, 
which all ows us, with the as-
sistance of some other inst ruc-
tors such as Richard Chap-
man, to set up a 3 week rota.  
This means that on any Sat-
urday or Sunday (or Bank 
Holi day) there should be a 
Full or Assistant Inst ructor 
on duty.  This l imits us to in-
st ruct ion in one K13. 
 
The commit tee has come up 
with possible proposals rang-
ing from “keep things as they 
are”, through “move to a 
longer r ota cycle so that in-
st ructors are not expected to 
be on duty so frequent ly” (but 
this would mean there would 
be some days when there 
would be no instruct ion – and 
i f no Full or Assistant Inst ruc-
tor on si te not even any flying 
except by post-Sil ver pil ots), 
to “roster 2 instructors every 
Saturday so that cross-
count ry t raining can be pro-
vided in addit ion to normal 
t raining” (but this would 
mean no inst ructors being on 
duty on Sundays).  Minor 
var iat ions include “2 inst ruc-
tors for one day each week-
end, the days alternat ing be-
tween Saturday and Sunday”, 
etc. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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“ As they said in 

Hill Street Blues: 

“It’s a dangerous 

world people, so 

let’s be careful out 

there”



Red Arrows at Shrivenham 
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RAF Jaguar at  
Sandh ill  
On 20 July, we had a phone call 
from RAF Colt ishall to ask i f we 
were flying as they wanted to fly a 
Jaguar down our field on a recon-
naissance exercise—oh and did we 
mind.  
 
I n the last issue I promised some  
pictures, so here there are. Note the 
wonder ful clouds—a working day of 
course! 

(Continued from page 4) 

The view of the club's inst ructors 
is that although i t would be at -
t ract ive to be able to offer cr oss-
country inst ruct ion through hav-
ing two inst ructors on duty, this 
would probably be more than out-
weighed by the impact on the 
members of there being no in-
st ructor at all for one day each 
weekend.  However , i f the club's 
members were overwhelmingly in 

favour of the proposal then the 
inst ructors would go along with 
i t , at least for next summer to 
see how well i t worked. 
 
Basicall y, what would help this 
discussion would be for us, the 
inst ructors and the committ ee, to 
get t he members' views on what 
they would li ke to get from the 
club's inst ructors, e.g. pre solo 
tuit ion, post solo to Bronze tui-

t ion, post Bronze tuit ion, cross-
country tui t ion etc.  Please let 
us know, by e-mail , on paper , or 
verball y to me, one of the other 
inst ructors or any commit tee 
member . 
                          Graham Turner  
Edi tor s Note. For a view on 
“How safe is gli ding?” , enter the 
foll owing URL into your 
browser:  www.glidingmagazine.
com/FeatureArticle.asp?id=430 

I found this picture on the web and thought it might amuse 
all you tug pilots out there!  
No prize given for the first person to try it on Coate Water! 
 
Who said you need skis to land on water? Or is this just the 
first of a sequence of pictures that ends with the Cub on its 
back? 

What not to do  to a CUB  
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(Continued from page 1) 

Graham Turner r eturned from 
Germany, at his own expense, 
to give a good ten minute pres-
entat ion to the meet ing, re-
minding them of the safety is-
sues from the turbines and our 
suppor t from the CAA and 
APOA amongst many.  

The Council 's appointed avia-
t ion exper t also repeated and 
confirmed our claims under a 
long per iod of quest ioning.  

There are different views about 
whether we can safely fly with 
an easter ly wind, and also on 

the impact t o the club.  

The gli ding club committ ee is con-
sider ing a number of points and 
possible act ions and you will be 
br iefed shor t ly.  

One surpr ise for me was the im-
mense amount of goodwill we have 
locall y, with local council lors giving 
genuine suppor t and saying how 
proud they are to have an asset 
such as the Gli ding Club in 
Shr ivenham.  

Another surpr ise was that one 
member of the plann ing committ ee 
declared a confli ct of interest in 
that she was a member of the Ox-

ford Gli ding Club. She then went 
on to vote against our club and in 
favour of the turbines, muddying 
the water on the way by talking 
about winch launching. 

Of the three main object ions 
(Visual Impact , Low Frequency 
Noise and the gli ding club) ours 
was the st rongest case and the 
subject of most discussion.  

Final ly, at around 11:30 at night , 
the Chairman summed up by 
saying that t he benefi t of the tur -
bines to the community would be 
greater than the impact on the 
gli ding club.  

SEEN ON THE WEB 
Those of you with a broadband 
connect ion might l ike to t ry the 
foll owing sites. 

1) A Good Read 

You may have seen a Tiger 
Month flying near our si te or 
even doing touch and go landings 
here dur ing the week. Norman  
Parr y, who farms at Lotmead 
Farm (in the Redlands zone) took 
this Tiger to Aust ral ia! 

His story was told in many par ts 
over the last t hree years in the 
Br istol &  Gloucestershire gli ding 
club magazine.  

Now you can read all the par ts on 
the Club website.  This reall y is 
well wr i t ten and I am surpr ised 
that Norman has not publ ished 
this to a wider audience.  

From t he BGGC home page go to 
Club Magazine and then look for 
the fi rst par t at t he bott om of the 
page in the Spr ing 2001 issue. 
Alternat ively, enter the following 
into your browser. 

www.bggc.co.uk/club_magazine/
spr ing_2001.htm#Moth 

 

2) Gl i d i ng Vi deos 

Take a look at a Dutch si te: 

/www.alpenst reckenflug.de/texte/

engli sh/gli dingvideos.htm for a var i-
ety of gliding videos.  

The short video I l ike best is actu-
all y an advert isement for a Dutch 
insurance company.  Look down to-
wards the bott om of the l ist for 
ªFunn y Commercialº.  

Imagine the scene± a prospect ive 
gli der pilot arr ives at the gli der and 
then has to wait for his inst ructor . 
A man comes rushing up, apologises 
for being late and they both get into 
the gl ider . They are winch launched 
(with a great shot of the hook under 
tension) just as another two pil ots 
arr ive late and star t t o chat . Then 
you see that t heir jackets have the 
word INSTRUCTOR on the back. I 
wil l leave you to see what happens 
next ! 

3) Easy en t r y t o NATS.  

Normall y to access the Nat ional Air 
Traff ic Service site for Notam infor-
mat ion, you need to register and 
sign in with a password every t ime. 
There is another way that (perhaps 
unintent ionall y) wi l l bypass this 
and take you st raight in. 

Use www.nats.co.uk/operat ional/
pibs/pib3.shtm l to exclude li censed 
air field informat ion and www.nats.
co.uk/operat ional/pibs/pib1.shtm l to 
add the ful l aerodrome. Bookmark 
them in your browser for fast access 
to Notams dur ing next summer. 

SUPER CELLS 
There has been a number of in-
stances over the years of aircr aft 
being badly damaged or de-
st royed by thermal act ivi ty gen-
erat ing  unu sually st rong Cu-
Ni m.  
Recent t elevision programmes on 
the subject have speculated that 
these were the cause of the ext ra 
st rong l ightning that dest royed a 
gli der at Dunstable and perhaps 
too the star t ing point for torna-
dos. 

I t has only been recent ly that 
photographs from space have con-
fi rmed the existence of super 
cell s.  
Dur ing his day job, David Leach 
took several pictures which may 
be examples of this phenomenon., 
one of which is shown above. 
 
Certainly the tops of the cell s are 
considerably  higher than nor-
mally seen and quite rare.  
 
Now Steve, you do  cloud flying 
don't you? 
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Paul’s Re-solo 
Congratulations to Paul Graham who re-soloed again 
on the 19th of June. Paul last went solo 24 years ago at 
South Marston. 

Those of you who fly near HUS BOS will be pleased to see 
the photo below of  one of the Rugby masts. The taller masts 
have been taken down, just leaving the eight short masts. 

Royal Mil itary College of Science
Ever wondered how we came to have such a prestigious 
neighbour? Clare Knock tells the surprising story below: 
 
The war department purchased the Beckett Estate in 1935 ini-
tially as a new site suitable for anti-aircraft training because of 
its consistently favourable cloud cover.”  Today it is better 
known as RMCS, or the Defence Academy, Shrivenham and 
the quote comes from “A celebration Royal Milit ary College of 
Science 50 years at Shrivenham” .  Now whilst I do not know 
what ‘consistently favourable cloud cover’ means, I mean it 
could just mean lots of pretty fluffy clouds with aircraft com-
ing out of the sun, but somehow one gets the impression from 
the phrasing that it means something like total cloud cover!      

PICTURE PAGE 

Ever wondered what it feels like to fly out over towards the wind turbine 
site in the cub? The picture on the left taken without the glider on the back 
and with David and Tony doing the flying and photography. You can see 
that the height is not that high even without the glider. The green flat area 
above the coaming is the wind factory site. 
 
Below is a view of Didcot Power Station from the East. The tall chimney is 
the turning 
point. 

Above is  a view from the Cub on landing late in the evening, 
showing how the shadow can be used as a height indicator.  

Do you have any p ic tures that can be used in 
future newsletters? 
 
Pic tures can be amusing, instruc tive o r just 
p la in interesting. 
 
Please send them to the e ditor in any d ig ita l 
format, on CD, flopp y d isk or as an attach-
ment to an email. 
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Ack nowl edgements for addit ional text go Graham 
Turner and Clare Knock. Special thanks go to proof read-
ers, who always spot t he spelli ng and grammar err ors 
that are all owed by Microsoft . 
 
Acknowledgement for photos go to Clare Knock, Ed Fog-
gin, Mike Leach, David Leach, Graham Turner and Tony 
McNicholas. 
 
Web content came from www.sailplanedirectory.com and 
www .fsgli der .de and others as noted in the text . 
 
Edi tor

Dear Reader , I f you are 
not a member but would 
li ke a copy of the 
VoWHGC newslett er 
every t ime i t is pub-
li shed, please send your 
request t o 
vowhgc@email .com or 
call 01793 725265 

Who Are We?
The Vale of the White Horse Gliding Club is a not for profit body of 

like minded pilots who enjoy glider soaring and flying motor gliders. 

The club has two two-seater training gliders and two post-solo sin-

gle-seat gliders.  

A quick visit will soon show you the enthusiasm we all have for our 

sport and in helping visitors take that first step with a trial flight. Glid-

ing is not an expensive sport because of the unpaid help we all give 

so that everyone can fly. All the instruc-

tors, tug pi- lots, duty pilots and 

others give their time at no 

cost—members only pay modest costs 

for the launch and the hire of a glider. The full membership fee is 

only £175 per year. So come along for yourself. Pay for a trial les-

son and see how easy it to learn to fly when you choose gliding.
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Here are some photos for which you might li ke to think of suitable capt ions. Copies of these photos are also 
on the club not ice board, where you can wr ite your suggest ions.  
Best capt ions wi ll be reproduced in the next issue. Apologies to 
Mike Skinner , Peter Berr idge and ????? 
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Mak i ng Flyi ng En j oyabl e  
and Aff or dable . 

See us on the web at 
www .swindongliding.

co.uk 


