Vale of White Horse Gliding Club

Newslett er

Welcome to this latest edi-
tion of the VOWHGC News-
letter.

The weather isagan start-
ingto pick up and | am sure
that we will havea few days
yét to enjoy soaring before
we start thinking of expedi-
tionsto wavesites.

With the Out and Return
Challenge having dready
generated over 3500 km of
crosscountry flying, | am
surethat this year will be
better than last if we get a
few goodweekends.

Thereis still ti me to enter
the comp - perhapsyou
should useaclub dider. If |
remember right, thereisa
prize for the best flight of
the yar in aclub arcraft.

Don’t fed shy dther of put-
ting a question or comment
in the next Newsletter. And
photos are always welcome.
Your scribe awaits.

Inside thisissue:

Out and Return
Challenge gets Competitive

Last year the Out and
Return Chall enge, won
by Mike Skinner and
Mike Leach, was centred
around coll ecting the
most service stations
from a pre-designated
list. This year the tasks
are all BGA waypoints
and range from Taunton
to Kettering and Leices-
ter to Petersfield. Of
course there are many
closer to home and these
were soon snapped up by
the pundits. But it isthe
quantity not quality that
counts so Cirencester
and Cheiveley count the
same as Worcester and
Well s.

The leader by a long way
is Tony McNicholas, hav-
ing turned 10 waypoints,
including Petersfield and
Hereford. Next is Steve
Nash who seems to be
going for quality rather
than quantity. His first
two were Abergavenny

and Bridgnorth.

Mike Skinner is showing
us how todoiit; 3rd place
with less distance than

the two foll owing places!

Currently the table looks
likethis:

A McNicholas 10TP 935k
S Nash 7 TP 630 km

M Skinner 6 TP 370 km
J Nash 5 TP 520 km

M Leach 5 TP 445 km

P Berridge 4 TP 345 km
J Huband 1 TP 140 km
G Turner 1 TP 120 km
Thereis still time left so
get out there and add to
your total.

DIARY DATES

Aug

7th, Barbeque

20th One Day Course

Sept
4th, Barbeque

11—12 Go’Extreme ‘04
See all the notice board
and website.

Blakehill Farm
No longer a
landing o ption

Thefollowingis copied
from the BGA web site.

Thisairfield is now part
of a conservation area
and keingreturned to
Natural Meadow Land.
The Warden hasre-
guested that Gliders do
not landthere.

Asit may soon rot be
recognisable as de-
scribed and thereisan
alternative waypoint 2
mil es away at Cricklade
(CRD), Blakehill Farm
(BLA) may be withdrawn
from the Waypoint list
for 2005. If this presents
a problemto anyone
please Email:
ian@ukiws.demon.co.uk

National Gliding Week 19-27 June

Did you know that t his
year, for the firsttime, the
BGA held a National Glid-
ing Week to focus all the
BGA clubs activitiesinto a
national activity?

These ranged from a Han-
gar Barn Dance to dawn-
to-dusk flying. Other nota-

ble eventsincluded flying
spinal injuries hospital
patients (AEIs must be
good at landing!), static
displays at exhibitions
and museums, through to

a full bouncy castle family
day out. We showed
Henk’s DG600 at Shriven-
ham schod fete on the
25th June. Much goodwill
was generated and some
past members had their
interest rekindled. Look
out for them on the launch
point




What should we do with the K6?

In the last newsletter we said that the
committeewas looking at various op-
tions for the K6. Whil st the st of
maintaining the drcraft and insuring it
isfairly low, it was rarely used last
yea and it does neal a parachute &
about £700 new and the trail er needs
repairs.

Optionsincluded keguing the glider as
a dub machine, syndicaingit to club
members, or if it
is not used, even
sellingit.

To encourage
use, it was de-
cided that all
members who
help rig the K6 would be digible for a
daily draw. The winner would have
exclusive use of the glider for the day
and although they will be dharged for
ead agotow they take, they are only

“only charged one hour for

a wholeday'sflying?

charged a maximum of one hour’s
soaring for the whole day.—ared bar-
gain.

Very littl e feedbadk was given to the
committee and no-onetook up the
daily exclusive rights option.

Now it iseven easier. THE GLIDER
ISRIGGED AND IN THE HAN-
GAR. You just need to att ach the
tail plane, a few
minutes job
onceit is out of
the hangar.

Theinsurance
is paid and it
has a fresh C
of A sowhat are you waiting for? It
could be yours for the whole day. If
you are not yet cleared tofly it, see
an instructor.

COURSE DAY
20th August

Last yea we ran threesuccessful one
day courses for which we had grea
soaring weather. The participants
mainly came from Open Day visitors
and ather air sports. Thisyea we did
not have & much interest in the Open
Days (was foathall too much to com-
pete with?), but we will be holding
one aurse on the 20th August. Once
again Peter Mall oy and Guy Jarvis
will coming W from the Dorset club
to dothe instruction. Graham Huggins
will be tugging. If you would like to
help out, please let Mike Leach know
so that your foodis arranged.

The question is still open - what
should we do with the K6? The
choice is yours and sensible sugges-
tions are welcome. Otherwise it may
be a case of “useit or lose it”.

Refreshed Duty Pilot Scheme

For a while this year we did not
assign duty pilotsin theroster.
The result was things were not
getting done at t he start and end
of the day, plus no-one knew who
was in charge whist theinstructor
was in the air.

Duty pilots are now rostered and a
second duty pilot is assigned from
the cadre of new solo pilots. This
provides a learning opportunity
and my own experience isthatthe

2nd duty pil ots have seized the
chance and are
making a very real
contribution to the
running of the air-
field. Thank you to
all of you.

| heard the com-
ment that they like
toget stuck in asit can be a very
boring place if you not doing any-
thing whil st waiting tofly. | can

“they liketo get stuck in
asit can bea very boring

placeif your not doing

anything whil st waiting

tofly”

add that t here are plenty of other
jobs for which you may
need training before be-
ing signed off. Take a
look atthelist in the
clubhouse (by the white
board) and if you are
not signed off on a task,
grab the person whose
initialsare atthe top
and get him/her to arrange the
training and sign thelist. You sure
don’t get bored if you're working.

New Glider Weighings

This year, all the club gliders have
been reweighed and new loading
placards put in the cockpits.

If you are lighter or heavier than
average, read the placard and
don’t assume that because you
have flown the glider before that
you will be alrightthistime.
CHECK

Some gliders have a semi-
aerobatic and a non aerobatic
chart so make sure you read the
right one and understand what
they mean.

Chairman’s Surprise

On agoodhot soaring day in June,
Clare was helping out at the launch
point where one of our members was
nealy realy to launch.

Helpfully, she removed an item of
clothing from behind the stick only to
discover that this particular pil ot had
arealy plumbed himself in andthis
particular pieceof clothing was cover-
ing s modesty!. Thereis no report of
who was the most embarrassd.




Gliders

Thistime we take a

look at the glider

owned by Clare

Knock and Cliff

Beveridge—the

ASW15B.

Thefirst ASW15in

1968had afixed

whed and no water

in acordance with

the then Standard

Classrules. It wasa

typicd sail plane of the time, incorpo-
rating the older woodtechnology with
the new "glass' compaosites. It had an
all flying forizontal tail ina
"conventional" configuration and
sported upper and lower surface dive
brakes.

The ASW15B introduced a number of
improvements, including alarger
mono-wheel, a strengthened fuselage
ked, alarger rudder, alengthened
cockpit and — as an optional ‘extra’ —
two 40litre water ball ast tanks; the
all-up weight was increased.

Clare and Cliff don't have water bal-
last cgpability but do have the nose
hook and stronger landing gear. [
know someone whowould appredate
that—Editor]

The type made its competition debut
at the 1968World Championships at
Lezno in Poland, when an ASW15
flown by Hans-Werner Grosse of Ger-
many came 10th in the Standard
Class.

The ASW15 resembles the ASW12
externally except for an all-moving
tail plane set low on the fin, and the
cantil ever shoulder wings have aglass
fibre roving spar and a glassfibre/
balsa sandwich torsion box; the
Schempp-Hirth air brakes are spring-
seded in separate boxes to preserve
the streamlining. The &l erons are of
glass fibre/foam sandwich construc-
tion.

The fuselageisaglassfibre/
honeycomb sandwich structure, and
ease of riggingis ensured by using
tongue-fork connedions for the
wings, secured by two bdts.

Thetail planeis $milar in construction
to the wing, whilethe finis smilar
structurally to the fuselage and the
rudder has the same structure asthe

In The Club — ASW15B

ailerons.

The mono-whed isretraded manually
by means of push-pull rods, and has
aninternal drum brake.

The pilot sitsin a semi-redining sea
under alarge flush-fitting one-piece
canopy, and his rudder pedals are a-
justablein flight.

Cliff tell sthe story of when he was
doing hs Air Experience Instructor
rating course. The dasswas shown a
film of how not to doit with an ASW
15 that soon became very damaged as
it plummeted into the ground. He
thought there was omething famili ar
about the plane and then redised it
was hisaircraft in apreviouslife!

Aren’t they good at fixing them up!

Thefirst series of
ASW15 was delivered
with only a entre of
gravity hook. This
hook is placed |eft of
the midline of the
plane. This stuation
causes the planeto go
left in tow or winch
launch.

While reseaching this article | found
the foll owing recommendations on the
internet
. Isit lined up so that the tail
skid isin line with the fuse-
lage?

Start every tow launch with the
stick fully back. This kegpsthe
tail firmly planted while on
initial roll and helpsto keep
diredional control. Once a-
leron control isfelt, release the
bad presaure and al ow the
glider to rotate up onto the
main whed. Remember, this

all happens well before the

“ He thought there was
something famili ar about the
plane and then redised it

was his aircraft in a previous

lifel”

glider flies. | would not
suggest keeping full back
pressure, you might find
your aeotow looking
more like awinch launch.
Always ke your
left hand nea the release.
Brief your wing
runner very well and al-
ways have them run your
downwind wing. It'sa
hell of alot easier to
slightly hold badk than to run
forward to keep you straight in
a qosswind [this appliesto all
gliders].
If you have any crosswind
make sure you start with FULL
oppdasite rudder to counter any
swing at launch.
At winch launch always start
with full | eft rudder, you're too
|ate to read when the plane
wantsto brea out. After afew
seonds you can gve lessrud-
der.

Don't get frightened by all of this, it's
till afine planeto fly.

A total of 447 ASW15sof al versions
had been built by
January 1977, of
which 187 were the
non-B version.
Production of the
glider has now
ceaed. However in
1976 one arcraft
was fitted with a 30
hp Wankel KM 27 30@c engine, a4.4
imp gallon fuel tank and was known
asthe ASW15M. Only one was built.

Spedfication

Span - 49.2 ft (15 metre)

Wing Area- 1182 0. ft.

Asped Ratio - 20.45

Empty Weight - 507 Ibs.
GrossWeight - 1000 |bs. [BGA limit it to
900lbs, and anly with water]

Max. Wing Loading - 8.46 Ibg/sqg. ft.
Structure - Fibreglassbalsa sandwich
Designer - Gerhard Waibel

Qrigin - Germany

Performance

L/D Max. - 381 @ 55 mph
Minimum Sink - 1.8 fps @ 42 mph
6 fps snk @ 96 mph




Keeping Yourself Safe.

If you were recently sent solo by your
instructor, congratulations, you eaned
it. The followingis produced with you
in mind. But life being what it is, all of
us, even those with vast amounts of
solo experience should read these notes
too. It isall too easy to become om-
placent.

The ealy solo hours are when you
redly start to learn. One of the big
changesisthat you are now responsi-
ble for your own safety and for not
pladng other peoplein danger.

Easy, you might say but to take just
one aped, lookout. If | say my look-
out and that of probably 90% of pil ots
around you is not good enough, then
you seewhere I'm coming from.

Safety starts well before you fly. It
starts with being fit to fly. The BGA
advocdaes use on a mnemonic, I'm
safe. In short this covers:

ILLNESS
This does not mean high fever but
headadhes, a slight head cold, not fed-
ing 100% etc. Even a dlight headache
means that you won't concentrate fully
on thetask in hand. A
cold could mean
blocked sinuses which
could be very painful
with rapid pressure
changes as you climb o
descend.

MEDICATION

Some drugs can have
side dfeds, blurred vi-
sion, drowsinessetc.
Ask yourself why you
are taking them in thefirst place Are
they rendering you unfit to fly, or were
you unfit to fly in the first place?

STRESS

We ae dl non professonal pilots and
many of us use gliding as a therapeutic
release from the daily grind of work.

Y ou may not actually be suffering
from stressbut if you have worries that
interfere with your sleep or prey on
your mind then you need to clea them
before you fly. If they distrad you

whil e driving then.....enough said.

“Did you et a gaod night’s see?
Did you havea gaod hreakfast?
The Duty Instructor shoud have

pinned the aurrent Notams onthe

notice board”

ALCOHOL

Any amourt of alcohal in the system
istoo much. The RAF now demands
total abstention in the 24 hours before
flying. The BGA takesthe legal posi-
tion which isasfollows:

Under the terms of the new Railways
& Transport Safety Act it is an of-
fencefor pil ots, including glider pi-
lots, to fly while over the prescribed
limit for alcohol. The new regulations
could also be interpreted as being ap-
plicable, in the event of an accident, to
anybody involved in flying opera-
tions + winch driver, wingtip holder,
etc. Thelimit is (breath) 9ug/100ml
or (blood) 20mg/100ml. Note that
thisisa quarter of the equivalent
drink/drivelimitsand is, effedivdy, a
zero tolerancelimit. A law has ex-
isted for many years that pil ots may
not fly whil st impaired through drink
or drugs. This change to the law quan-
tifies alcohol limits and provides a
statutory testing regime.

FATIGUE

Did you get agoodnight's sleep?
Have you arealy done aday's work
or alot of launches? Boredom or long
spells of hard concentration cause fa-
tigue which can undermine your alert-
ness and ca-
padty to
respond
quickly.

FAMILIAR-
ITY
Areyouin
current prac-
tice? When
did you last
pradice
stalling, spinning or have alaunch
failure?. When wasthe last time
someone dse looked at your flying?
What about the arcraft you are éout
tofly?Isit redly sound? If you DI'd
it did you gveit agoodgoing over or
did you just check the same items you
aways check?

EATING

Did you have agood lreafast? If not
your blood sugar may be low which
can cause poar concentration. Dehy-
dration caused by inadequate fluid
intake can be severe dter several

hours on a hot airfield or in a hot
cockpit. Just as srioudly, along day
out on a mld, windy airfield in winter
can result in dehydration too. Make
sure you have had adequate food and
drink before you fly and keep these
levelstopped up during flight. A head-
adhe d the end of the day islikely to
be caised by dehydration.

OK so you arefit to fly but before you
go to the arfield jump on the bath-
room scdes. Y ou should weigh your-
self weaing what you intend to wea
when you fly. It is surprising how
much winter coats etc. can add to
what you thought you weighed.

You arrive & the drfield armed with
drink and sandwiches. Before you
climb in to the glider you till have a
few jobsto do.

CHECK THE NOTAMS

Even if you only intend to fly locdly
you must be sure that you can legally
go where you wish. Air displays, mili-
tary exercises, parachuting and royal
flights can all creae exclusion zones.
The Duty Instructor should have
pinned the current Notams on the no-
ticeboard. If not go and ask.

WEATHER

Doesthe weaher look like the fore-
cest said it would? Is the wind
strength and diredion within limits
(possbly your limits)? Are there
showers forecast? If you are arborne
when a heavy shower arrives, you will
neal to dedde whether it will affect
the arfield, if so you will want to re-
turn well before the wind and rain ar-
rives, or you may be forced to land
out.

PRE FLIGHT CHECKS
Havingreceaved cleaancefrom the
duty instructor, you can at last get into
the arcraft but before you do, if you
didn't DI it, take awalk round and
ched it. I'm not advocding another
DI but alook along each wing, at the
fuselage and tail, is the tyre too soft,
does everything look right? If not,
chedk it out before you trust your life
toit.
Strap yourself in then conduct your
CB SIFT CB E. Go through themin
(Continued on page 5)




(Continued from page 4)

order and methodicdly. Bea in mind
the foll owing:
- Don't let anybody interrupt

your train of thought.
Don’t let anybody hasde
you. If thetug iswaiting, get
the pil ot to switch off.
Eventualities are for red.
They are areminder to brief
yourself, which will buy you
thinking time in the event of
alaunch failure. Think
through each stage of the
ground run and climb beaing
in mind wind, airfield layout
etc. and have aplan in mind
in case something goes
wrong. If you do get afailure
at adifficult height, imple-
ment your plan and take the
adion which gves you the
gredaest margin for error. If
your plan said “land ahead”
then pick the biggest field in
range ahead and land init.
Worry about the retrieve
later.

FINALLY

Whil e you are flying, remember that
the two things that will hurt most are
hitting the ground hard and hitting
another aircraft.

The things that are most likely to
make you crash are stalls and spins at
low altitude, disorientation and trying
to stretch the glide badk to the airfield.
Stall s and spins are best avoided by
maintaining a safe speed and monitor-
ingit every few seaonds. Give your-
self timeto dothis by starting the dr-
cuit in goodtime from a sensible posi-
tion and dan't cramp it. Also avoid
over ruddering the final turn. Do this
by returning to basics. Asyou roll into
the turn, look over the nose, not at the
landing area That way you automati-
cdly monitor attitude, angle of bank
and yaw.

Avoid disorientation by not pradicing
aegobatics at low altitude or in poar
visibility. Beforehand, be sure you are
fit to fly.

If for any reason you find yourself
at ashallow glide angle to the &r-
field, pick the biggest field avail able
to you and land in it whil e you till
have afew optionsleft. Don't glide
dumbly back towards the drfield,
gradually running out of options,
until afield or atreepicksyou.

Avoid ather aircraft by maintaining
agoodlookout. Recdl your train-
ing, scan the entire field of view. If
you seeanother aircraft, note its
position and diredion of flight and
if it is not on a colli sion course,
complete your scan cycle before
finding it again to confirm its new
pasition or course. Onceyou have
aqquired another aircraft it may be
of concern but it is not adanger
unlessit changes course. Don't fix
your gazeon one objed to the ex-
clusion of others. Remember, if you
have a ollision it will be with an
aircraft you did not see

Ed. Foggin.

RAF Jaguar at Sandhill

On 20 July, we had a phone call
from RAF Coltishall to ask if we
were flying as they wanted to fly a
Jaguar down our field at 250 ft on
a reconnaissance exercise—oh and
did we mind.

After checking that we did not
have any motor glider activity, the
Jaguar duly arrived on time and
with aradio call . Actual height was
about 1500 ft but still i mpressive.
Our own private air display was
followed two days later by the Red
Arrows displaying over the coll ege.
Photos of both in the next issue.

Seen on the Web

Newly solo o studying for the Bronze
Test? Or are you an experienced pil ot
but still find reading a2 mil map a bit
daunting? Then take a look at www.
mccull agh.demon.co.uk/airspace for
an airspacequiz that will sharpen up
your skills. Goodfun.

Another useful siteto look at gives
weaher radar moving displays. It is
freeto try for 14 days and worth using
until the 14 days run out. See www.
weétheronline.co.uk/ukukrad.

Trying to work out anea 100, 200 o
more triangle that leaves you not far

for the retrieve? Crosscountry dis-
tance caculationsare eaier if you
use the web. Look at www.aircross
co.uk/bgaladder/Cal culator.asp for a
redly comprehensive site, including
the full BGA turning points list and
sped cdculation. Actualy thisis
part of the National Ladder site but
you dont have to enter your flight to
use the cdculator.

For asmpler cdculator go the Es-
sex and Suffolk Gliding Club site &
ww.esgc.co.uk/home.asp?start=http://
www.esgc.co.uk/xccdc.[yes, you
redly dohaveto putinall of that] for
an easy to use task cdculator.

Best Day so Far —Two 500 km from Sandhill Farm

Friday 25th June saw Gerry Brown
(DG300) and Stuart Pepler (LS3-17) head-
ing out on a 756 km task of Oswestry,
Petersfield South, Knighton and bad to
SAN. Fall bad tasks of 500k had also
been dedared. For those of youwho don't
know the aea Oswestry isonly 43 km
from Denbigh. Gerry says he had fine
views of the North Wales coast and the
Snowdon range.

Coming bad down the wuntry to pass

nea Sandhill again, Gerry realised that a
Purple Airway [Royal Flight] would be
adivein the Farnborough/Popham area
around the time of hisarrival so aquick
change of plan was required. He headed to
Rival Hill and Oxford whilst Stuart
ducked under the airway to turn Lasham
clubhouse. Stuart then only needed
Tewksbury to get his 500 km badge. So
Gerry turned Oxford East and carried on
to Cheltenham to med Stuart and help

him. Both turned Tewksbury Abbey (a
placethey knew well) and then headed
for home. Tota flying time aound 8 hrs
30min. Thisisnot the full story - that
will bein the next isaue - but thereisone
sting in the tail . The Abbey turning point
had moved to a motorway junction
neaby so Stuart missed his 500 km by
lessthan one km. Gerry did 547 km but
not on the dedared task. Still agrea ef-
fort and both are to be mngratulated.




Dear Reader, If you are
not a member but would
like a copy of the
VOWHGC newslett er
every timeit is pub-
lished, please send your
requestto

Who Are We?

The Vale of the White Horse Gliding Club is a not for profit body of
like minded pilots who enjoy glider soaring and flying motor gliders.
The club has two two-seater training gliders and two post-solo sin-

gle-seat gliders.

A quick visit will soon show you the enthusiasm we all have for our
sport and in helping visitors take that first step with a trial flight. Glid-
ing is not an expensive sport because of the unpaid help we all give

so that everyone can fly. All the instruc-

We are on the web

tors, tug pi- See www .

lots, duty pilots and

vowhgc@email .com or
call 01793 725265

Making Flyi ng Enjoyable

and Affordable.

others give

cost—members

swindongliding.co.

. their time at no
u
only pay modest costs

for the launch and the hire of a glider. The full membership fee is
only £175 per year. So come along for yourself. Pay for a trial les-

son and see how easy it to learn to fly when you choose gliding.

GO’'XTREME 2004

Last year we were present at an
event at t he Science Museum at
Wroughton where we used the
BGA Simulator and Exhibition
Stand to great effect.

Now we are going to do the same
at a bigger event on behalf of the
whole gliding movement and the
BGA. Last year was a dummy run!

Go'Xtreme04 is a South and South
West regional event to be held in
Swindon at t he Oasis Leisure Cen-
tre on 11th and 12th of September
(Sat and Sun). The event is going
to be big, and covers all extreme
sports and outdoor pursuits. Other
participants include surfing, rally
driving, cycling, skydiving and
climbing to name just a few. The
event isin association with ITV'
“Britain on the Move” and will get
good television coverage and ad-
vertising.

The gliding simulator is seen as a
major attraction and we won the
righttorepresent gliding over lar-
ger clubsin the South and South
West.

That is where we need your help.
We need volunteers to “fly” the
simulator, talk to the public, set
up the stand and simulator, tear it
down after the event, fetch the

equipment from Telford

and Leicester and a myr-

iad of other jobs. We will

need a minimum of four people on
site at all times during the show.

The basic costs are being paid by
the BGA; we just have to cover our
own local costs and some of these
will be offset by voucher sales and
hopefully by att racting new mem-
bers.

The event starts for uson Friday
10th which is the install ation day.

We have access from 0700 and
must be ready to go by 2000.

Strip down starts on Sunday at
1830 and must be completed that
evening. Help will be given by the
Essex and Suffolk Club who are
collecting the glider that evening
for their open day.

Even if you think you may just be
ableto help for a shorttime, please
send me an email (mleach@ee.org)
so that | can organise security
passes. Security is going to be very
tight and badges must be worn at
all times.

I will be getting a number of free
entry tickets (worth about £4 each)
which club members can use for
their family and friends. We will
also mail tickets out t o potential
members.

So come along and help. Let us
show the bigger clubs that we do a
good job but more importantly let
us show Swindon and the region
that we exist! MikeLeach




