
The recent AGM proved 
to us that t he increased 
moral and pr ide in the 
club shows through in a 
new can-do att i tude. 
There was non of the 
negat ive att i tude seen in 
other years, now re-
placed  by a willi ngness 
to make this year even 
bett er than last .  

New features this year 
include a t r ip to Denbigh 
for r idge and perhaps 
wave soar ing, a full fea-
ture compet i t ion organ-
ised by Graham Turner 
and mid week flying on 
Wednesdays (not t rain-
ing).  

The club finances have 
been boosted by the 
Open Days held last year 
and new members were 
also att racted by the 
three one-day courses. 
Most new members are 
now solo and enjoying 
flying with only an imag-

ined nagging 
voice in the 
back. 

This year we 
will again be 
having an 
open week-
end and 
three inten-
sive one day 
courses. 
Once again 
we will have the popular 
Ed’s week, and this t ime 
we hope we may have a 
lead and foll ow exercise 
for new cross count ry 
pil ots, and for newer pi-
lots, dual cross count ry 
in a K13.  

DI ARY DATES 

M ay 
1st , Bar beque 
3r d—7t h Ed ’s Week  
28t h St ar t of Compet i -
t i on Week  

J un e t o 4t h , Comp 

Week  
5t h , Bar bequ e 
5–6 Open Day s 
19-26 Nat i onal Gl i d i n g 
Week  

J u l y  
4t h , Bar bequ e 
9t h , 16t h , 23r d , One 
Day Cour ses 

Aug 
7t h , Bar bequ e 
 
See al so t he M ember 
Pages on cl ub w ebsi t e and 
cl ubhouse not i ce boar d. 
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Club in Great Position 
for New Soaring Season�
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I nsi de t h i s i ssue: 

New slett erNew slett er   

V a l e  o f  W h i t e  H o r se  G l i d i n g  C l u bV a l e  o f  W h i t e  H o r se  G l i d i n g  C l u b   

Psst, want to know about gliding?  
Once again we will be 
showing the wor ld (well , 
locally anyway) what a 
great spor t gli ding is dur-
ing our open weekend on 
June 5th and 6th. 

The format wil l be the 
same as last year and 
publi ci ty beforehand wil l 
hopefull y have them flock-

ing in. We need members 
to support t he club on the 
two days and in prepara-
t ion in the week before. I f 
we ALL help then we each 
spend only a small t ime 
with visi tors and we al l 
get in some flying. As you 
know, when Mike Leach 
organises events and 
courses, the weather is 

always good. I am told 
that t he rumour that he 
has good connect ions  up-
stairs is not t rue!  

Look out too for more de-
tail s about t he Nat ional 
Gli ding Week and our par-
t icipat ion. 



ple just “get on with job” individually 
and are our unsung 
heroes, but now 
much of the work 
takes too long or is 
too heavy for any 
one person. As a re-
sult. whilst there will 
be no formal 
scheme, the Commit-
tee is encouraging members to get 
together in groups of three (or four) to 

take on tasks that need doing. Why 
not form a task group 
yourself? Give it a sill y 
name and try competing 
with other groups? Who 
knows, someone may give 
your group the recognition 
you deserve. Choose your 
tasks from the list in the 
clubhouse  or offer your 

service or a task suggestion through a 
Committee Member. 

There are always a lot of odd tasks 
that need doing about the club, many 
of which are a difficult, dreary drudge 
when carried out alone but can be 
great fun and easy when carried out in 
groups.   

Recently, one group of three members 
put new light fittings in the hangar. 

It certainly is more fun if you are part 
of team, and if  especially when the 
team gets recognition too. Many peo-

 ” Why not form a task 

group yourself? Give it a 

sill y name and try 

competeting with other 

groups?” 

The committee is looking at various 
options for the K6. Whilst the cost of 
maintaining the aircraft and insuring it 
is fairly low, it was rarely used last 
year and it does need a parachute at 
about £700 new and the trailer needs 
repairs.   

Options being looked at 
include, keeping the 
glider as a club machine, 
syndicating it to club 
members, or if it is not 
used, even selling it. Wil l 
members please let the 
committee know what 
they think?   

In the meantime, to en-
courage use the commit-
tee has decided that all members who 
help rig the K6 will be eligible for a 
daily draw. The winner will have ex-

clusive use of the glider for the day 
and although they will be charged for 
each aerotow they take, they will only 
be charged a maximum of one hour’s 
soaring for the whole day.    

Of course, you 
somehow have to 
negotiate help in de-
rigging from 
amongst the losers 
of the draw!   

Seriously, if you 
don’ t want the 
glider for the whole 
day you can pass it 
on to someone else 
or the draw can be 
re-held but the soar-

ing charges start again with a max of 
one hour’s charge per takeover.  

EVENING GROUPS 
 
With the change to all aerotow operation 
the normal practice of offering trial les-
sons to groups of 12 people becomes a 
littl e impractical. Last year we found the 
reduction in group size and increase in 
cost  to be unattractive. 
This year we have a new deal. The launch 
is by aerotow but only to 1500 feet (or a 
bit less) and the flight is limited to 15 min-
utes. This way we can get back to a rea-
sonable party size when using both K13s 
and the cost is a reasonable £35 per per-
son, including two months membership. 
Peter Berridge has agreed to work with 
Clare and Mike to make things happen.  
 
We need volunteer instructors, tuggies and 
ground crew. If we share the load, it can 
be quite enjoyable. And remember that the 
income from evening flying subsidises 
your subscriptions! Look for a notice in 
the clubhouse soon and please add your 
name. 

But what I reall y want are: 

1) Pictures Pictures and 
more Pictures (ideall y 
about 50kB each) 

2) Input from members in 
the form of ar t icles and 
comments.  

Edi tor  

Just a few words about t he new 
layout of the Newslett er . 

I hope you li ke i t . The 
change is not only to give 
a bett er presentat ion but 
also to make it easier for 
your scribe to cut and 
paste ar t icles, photos and 
other inputs.  

Spare a thought for the Chairman next 
time you are flying midweek.  
Clare works at the Royal Mili tary Col-
lege of Science in Shrivenham and not 
only has to look out on those wonderful 
white fluffy clouds during the summer, 
but has the sight and sound of the tug 
flying over towing a Sandhill glider! Ah 
well , I suppose she gets paid for it? 
(Clare saw this in draft and has reminded me that 
she has plays with guns and explosives—Editor) 

Workgroups—A New Competition?�

What should we do with the K6?�

New Newsletter Layout�
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The Pégase (or Pegasus) is the 
newest addition to the private 
owners fleet, flown by Tony 
McNicholas. 

The Pégase  is a single seat, 
high performance sailplane of 
the standard class. It has a 15m 
un-flapped 
wingspan and 
is an all glass 
fibre construc-
tion with wa-
ter ballast and 
retractable un-
dercarriage. 
Apparently 
based on the 
Schleicher 
ASW-19 / 
ASW-20 machines, the Pégase  
was built by Centrair in France 
at Le Blanc, and is generally 
considered to be slightly better 
than the ©19©.  
 
Centrair originally manufac-
tured the Schlei-
cher ASW-20 15-
metre class glider 
under li cence and 
there are obvious 
similarities be-
tween this and the 
Pégase .  
 
The wing has a different section 
with a profile developed by 
French airfoil experts, and the 
fuselage has a larger diameter 
tail boom to better resist break-
age in groundloops, and consid-
erable modifications in the 
wing-to-fuselage fairing. The 
Pégase  reputedly carries water 
ballast much better than the 
ASW machines. Centrair pro-
duced three models - the origi-

nal glass fibre A version, the B 
version with a carbon-fibre 
main spar (later superceded by 
the D model) and the non-
retractable, unballasted Club 
version. There has been some 
sniping about the Pégase  par-

ticularly 
by German 
Schleicher 
aficiona-
dos but the 
general 
opinion for 
club use 
seems to 
be that the 
Pégase  is 
more ro-

bust and flies more nicely. Best 
glide is about 41:1 at 57 knots. 
Compared to some, the Pégase  
has less elevator authority and 
care needs to be taken during 
winch launching to avoid over-
speeding (maximum winch 
launch speed is only 65 knots).  

 
Spinning is not 
recommended and 
since the sideslip-
ping characteris-
tics can have an 
abrupt nose drop 
with full rudder, it 

is best practised first at height.  
 
The Pégase  has  reclined seat-
ing position and it is worth tak-
ing some time with the adjust-
able backrest to find the most 
comfortable position whilst 
checking for clearance between 
head and canopy. The seat posi-
tion catches can be fiddly to se-
cure.  
 
All i n all , it a very nice glass 

ship with similar performance 
to the DG300, LS4 and PIK 20. 
 
SPECICATION 
Manufacturer   Centrair 
Designer: Marc Ranjon 
Description:  Standard Class  
 
PERFORMANCE      
Max Lift-to-Drag ratio:  41:1 
Vne: 135 knots 
Va max manoeuvre speed: 88 
knots 
Vs stall speed: 40 knots 
Max speed in rough air:  88 kts 
Vt max aerotow speed: 88 kts 
Vuc max U/C down speed: 88k 
Vw max winch speed  65 knots 
Min Sink Rate 118 feet/minute / 
0.6 metres/sec 
Acceleration limits: +5.3g / -
2.7g at Vmax, +4g / -1.5g at 
Vne 
Maximum seat pan load: 242lbs
             
GENERAL      
Construction    Glass fibre / 
Carbon fibre 
Fuselage Length: 6.8 metres 
(about 22© 3") 
Maximum Height: 1.41 metres 
Empty Weight 553 lbs 
Maximum Weight: 1003 lbs 
Water Ballast: 353 lbs 
 
AIRFOIL         
Type    COAP 1 / COAP 2 
Wing Span      15 metre 
Wing Area       10.5 m2 
Aspect Ratio    21.43 
Wing Loading 6.27 - 8.87 lbs/
square foot 
Airbrake Type: Schempp-Hirth 
on upper surface. 
 
Other Names: 
Known also as the Centrair 101 
& 101A 

Gliders In The Club —The Pégase�

“ the fuselage has a larger 

diameter tail boom to better 

resist breakage in 

groundloopsº
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Dear Reader , I f you are 
not a member but would 
li ke a copy of the 
VoWHGC newslett er 
every t ime i t is pub-
li shed, please send your 
request t o 
vowhgc@email .com or 
call 01793 725265 

Who Are We?
The Vale of the White Horse Gliding Club is a not for profit body of 

like minded pilots who enjoy glider soaring and flying motor gliders. 

The club has two two-seater training gliders and two post-solo sin-

gle-seat gliders.  

A quick visit will soon show you the enthusiasm we all have for our 

sport and in helping visitors take that first step with a trial flight. Glid-

ing is not an expensive sport because of the unpaid help we all give 

so that everyone can fly. All the instruc-

tors, tug pi- lots, duty pilots and 

others give their time at no 

cost—members only pay modest costs 

for the launch and the hire of a glider. The full membership fee is 

only £175 per year. So come along for yourself. Pay for a trial les-

son and see how easy it to learn to fly when you choose gliding.
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the new system you will be able to 
fly your gli der in other European 
count r ies or sell i t t here with much 
less t rouble. 

In the meant ime, make sure your 
gli der log book is up to date with 
ALL fli ghts recorded as well as 
checks, maintenance, and modifi -
cat ions required by Airwor thiness 
Direct ives appli cable to your 
gli der . 

One quest ion un answered is 
whether there is a  new EASA 
regulat ion in-
t roducing M3 
standards to 
gli der r epairers. 

CAA registered 
powered air -
craft have to be 
maintained by 
approved com-
panies (the so 
call ed M3 ap-
proval) and 
there exists 
BGA M3 ap-
proved workshops for motor gli d-
ers. Will there be a need to have 
our gli ders maintained in the same 
way? 

Lett ers from the BGA with the 
above informat ion have been sent 

The new European Aviat ion Safety 
Agency took cont rol away from Na-
t ional bodies in Europe on 28th 
September 2003. This means that 
any newly registered gli der in the 
UK after that date has to have a 
CAA regist rat ion, CAA C of A and 
display a G-XXXX regist rat ion 
marking.  

Discussions are st i l l ongoing for 
curr ent gli ders but i t is li kely that 
they will need to be issued ret ro-
spect ively with a G-XXXX regist ra-
t ion and a CAA C of A, just li ke a 
motor gli der . 

The real concern, apar t from the 
cost , is that aircr aft cannot comply 
with their Type Cer t i ficate i f they 
have non-approved modificat ions, 
even BGA approved modificat ions. 
Only the CAA or the design au-
thor i ty (usuall y the manufacturer) 
can approve changes from the 
or iginal cer t i ficat ion. So putt ing in 
that iPAQ and GPS may not be 
possible unless the European gli d-
ing movement can negot iate a con-
cession or exempt ion. 

There are li kely to be exempt ions 
for BGA  registered vintage gli d-
ers, prototypes and li mited produc-
t ion run gli ders. However , for the 
bulk of the fleet we must wait and 
see. One advantage is that once in 

out t o gli der inspectors and a 
download has been put on the BGA 
web si te. In the meant ime, the 
word is don’t panic and hope that 
some sense will prevail so that 
gli ding costs don’t increase. 

On second thoughts, maybe I 
should buy a vintage gli der before 
the pr ices go up! 

Another par t of the new EASA leg-
islat ion is the int roduce of mode S 
t ransponders to gli ders by some-
t ime in 2008. Watch the BGA web-

si te for de-
tail s. I f you 
go to France 
or Germany, 
you will need 
one by next 
March i f you 
want t o enter 
Class D air -
space. Cur-
rent ly there 
are six low 
power de-
signs under 
test , with one 

on the market at £2068 inc VAT. 

BGA/CAA concedes to Brussels�

‚&ƒ�„
…�†�‡�ˆ
‰?Š�‹�Œ7Š�•�Œ�Ž�•&•

•�‘“’�” • –�—�˜&™›š�œ�•�ž	Ÿ&‘“’�” •   •U˜
‘

Mak i ng Flyi ng En j oyabl e  
and Aff or dable . 

¡£¢ ¤¦¥�§�¨ª©«¨p¬O­I®«¯°§�¨4¬«­
±�¢ ®I±f²³¨#´wµ ¨
¶s®I¨·±�§£²¸µ ¹O¢ º»©O¼

We are on the web 
See www .

swindongliding.co.
uk 


